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Introduction

Conclusion

Angolan aquaculture prospect

Angolan production system characterization
Aquaculture in Angola is a relatively new activity compared to other longstanding

producer countries, being only 24 years old. This industry was initiated as part of the

governmental programme of economic diversification and national food production

plan to address issues such as hunger, unemployment, and poverty, as well as reduce

reliance on imports. In Angola, aquaculture is primarily practiced in freshwater

environments, typically in small-scale communal ponds where tilapia, catfish

species, and European eel are cultivated either individually or in combination for

local consumption. However, there has been a recent emergence of large-scale

commercial aquaculture with investments and support from countries like Brazil,

China, and Israel. Since its inception, aquaculture in Angola has shown consistent

growth in terms of production, trade, and academic research, with expectations for

continued expansion in the coming years. This work provides insights into

aquaculture production in Angola as part of a study conducted by the authors

focusing on the detection and identification of microorganisms and parasites in

tilapia production, aiming to ensure the health, food security, and sustainability of

the industry.
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Tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus) introduced from Brazil and Israel is the most farmed

species in Angola, followed by African catfish. According to data from INE-RAPP

2019/2020, aquaculture activity in Angola used to be restricted to the business sector

focused on large-scale commercialization, practiced by entrepreneurs and cooperatives,

however, according to FAO, 2018 there is a number of rural independent farmers. In

these cases, low-level technology is employed since farmers lack fundamental training

and experience (Silva 2015; FAO 2018). Aquaculture in Angola is carried out in ponds,

cages, concrete tanks, and polyethylene tanks. In some facilities, different systems and

methods are present, including monoculture and polyculture, and water is pumped from

nearby rivers or reservoirs. Earth ponds are the predominant tilapia culture facilities in

Angola, allowing the adoption of both semi-intensive and intensive systems. The fish

produced is sold at the local market (Dombaxe et al., 2015; Silva 2015; Onde & Samuel

2018; FAO 2024).

Aquaculture in Angola is a growing industry with significant potential for

expansion due to the demand, climate, and favorable territorial qualities for

aquaculture production. Therefore, studies of various kinds are necessary to guide

the sustainable development of the industry. Research and development play a

crucial role in promoting comprehensive studies across all aspects of Angolan

aquaculture.

The industry faces several challenges, such as a lack of feed production capacity,

funding, specific biosecurity programs, the need for husbandry training, health

management, lack of institutional assistance, and a lack of studies regarding

different areas in the production chain (Bondad-Reantaso, 2019; FAO, 2024).

Table 1. Angola (2020-2030): Aquaculture growth potential from a demand-side 

perspective, FAO 2024.
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