
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Special Session 
 
 

Reframing the Aquaculture Farmer Development Paradigm In Africa. 
 
Public and donor funded aquaculture farmer development interven�ons in Africa have a 
long history with generally poor outcomes, as measured in terms of increased fish 
produc�on to meet na�onal supply needs.  In recent years, commercial aquaculture has 
begun to grow organically led by pioneer entrepreneurs, opera�ng largely independently of 
tradi�onal donor and government supported aquaculture development programmes.  The 
workshop session presenta�ons will diagnose the shortcomings of the ‘technical fix’ 
approach employed by public and donor funded aquaculture development programmes, 
and demonstrate why a shi� to a more holis�c, human-centred paradigm is required 
focusing on the empowerment of farmers as aquaculture business entrepreneurs. In 
prac�cal terms, this requires requires a shi� from public sector-led aquaculture technical 
‘training’ focusing on fish breeding and feeding, to the empowerment of farmers as value 
chain actors through aquaculture business management mentorship by educators with 
commercial aquaculture business experience.  
 
 
Programme 

1. Framing the problem. The shortcomings of the ‘technical fix’ development approach 
and the need for a ‘human-centred’ empowerment paradigm. Prof Peter Britz, 
Rhodes University African Union Centre of Excellence in Aquaculture and Fisheries. 

2. Defining key concepts. Shi�ing the development paradigm from farmer ‘training’ to 
‘adult educa�on’. Dr Joy Alexander, Nelson Mandela University. 

3. Case study of Empowerment in Action. Data-led aquaculture business management 
mentorship of �lapia farmers on Lake Victoria by educators with commercial 
aquaculture experience. Mr Gavin Johnson, ACMS.  

4. Panel discussion. Speakers and representa�ves of development funding ins�tu�ons.  
 
 
Who should atend? All delegates with an interest in African aquaculture development 
are encouraged to par�cipate.  
 



Session Chair: Prof Peter Britz, Rhodes University-African Union Centre of Excellence in 
Aquaculture and Fisheries.   


