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that “Our food should be our medicine and our medicine should be 
our food.” It is becoming evident that substituting alternate protein 
ingredients for fishmeal affects more than the amino acid profile of 
the feed. 

Presentations at the conference demonstrated that researchers 
are identifying other effects of ingredient substitution, the first step 
in developing high-performance feeds containing lower levels of 
fishmeal and oil. Conference presentations demonstrated that the path 
forward to sustainable fish feeds involves a convergence of scientific 
disciplines as well as application of high-throughput technologies that 
can identify changes in global gene expression, gut microbiota and 
metabolomics associated with use of alternative feed ingredients and 
targeted feed supplements.

The Sun Valley Resort proved to be a perfect venue for the 
ISFNF. Located in Idaho’s Rocky Mountains, the Sun Valley Resort 
was the first destination ski resort in the USA. Now it is a year-
round resort offering an array of outdoor activities, including hiking, 
horseback or bicycle riding, and whitewater rafting. ISFNF attendees 
were given one afternoon off during the conference for recreation, 
followed by an outdoor cowboy barbeque. The excellent facilities 
combined with spectacular weather enabled attendees to experience 
the natural beauty and grandeur of the Mountain West of the USA.

— Ron Hardy, Director, 
Aquaculture Research Institute, University of Idaho




